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Upcoming Events:  

  

New Hampshire Celebrates: DRIVE ELECTRIC WEEK!  
Saturday, September 17, 2016, Concord, NH.   
  

National Drive Electric Week will be celebrated once again at City Plaza in 

Concord (next to the Farmers Market), Saturday, September 17th from 8:30 

a.m. - noon.  
  

Bring your plug-in vehicle to display or come to peruse our fantastic exhibit of 

electric transportation. Events are also planned for Durham and New 

London.  For more information and other Drive Electric Week events, click here.   
  

g 

Get ready for another spectacular plug-in event! 
  

https://www.mailermailer.com/manage/reports/msgreporthtml.ttml?mid=1193810f-07262793#[ONLINEVIEW]#
http://www.granitestatecleancities.nh.gov/
http://eere-exchange.energy.gov/
http://eere-exchange.energy.gov/
http://eere-exchange.energy.gov/
http://eere-exchange.energy.gov/
http://des.nh.gov/media/enews/index.htm
https://driveelectricweek.org/
http://des.nh.gov/media/enews/index.htm
http://twitter.com/GS_Clean_Cities


  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
AltWheels Fleet Day, Monday, September 19, 2016, 

Norwood, MA. Don't miss this exciting one-day fleet conference with 

knowledgeable speakers, vendor tables and impressive vehicle display!  Click here 

to register! 
  

My MPG program fits the bill for measuring fuel economy!  
Many of you are already doing it, all of you intend to do it - to keep better track 

of your vehicle fuel economy.  Fueleconomy.gov makes it easy!  The sitehas 

launched a new program "My MPG," which takes you through the easy process 

of keeping track of fuel consumption. Be informed! 

https://www.fueleconomy.gov/mpg/MPG.do 

  

 
Take a few minutes today to check out this site! 
  

https://www.altwheels.org/
https://www.altwheels.org/
https://www.fueleconomy.gov/mpg/MPG.do
https://www.fueleconomy.gov/mpg/MPG.do
http://www.facebook.com/granitestatecleancities
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News of Interest:  

  

Municipal Managers - we need your input! 

  

Public fleets are seeing huge benefits from the deployment of electric vehicles 

(EVs), including reduced costs and environmental benefits.  EV Smart Fleets 

seeks to address barriers to EV adoption in state and municipal fleets through 

reduce vehicle and infrastructure costs.  
  

Your input is needed.  Complete this short survey to help EV Smart Fleets 

develop a procurement agreement to meet your needs! 

http://evsmartfleets.com/initial-survey-for-state-and-local-

government-engagement/  
  

 
Would you buy EVs if you could? 
  

Funding Opportunity: 

  

Once again NH DES is offering funding support to reduce diesel emissions 

through grant money provided by the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA).  To 

date, DERA funds has helped replace and retrofit dozens of New Hampshire 

fleets' diesels to reduce polluting emissions.   
  

We will be accepting applications for funding starting October 1st - stay tuned.  

http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/air/tsb/tps/msp/diesel-

vehicles/index.htm 

  

+++ 

  

Question of the Month:  What are the current and future light-

http://evsmartfleets.com/initial-survey-for-state-and-local-government-engagement/
http://evsmartfleets.com/initial-survey-for-state-and-local-government-engagement/
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/air/tsb/tps/msp/diesel-vehicles/index.htm
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/air/tsb/tps/msp/diesel-vehicles/index.htm


duty vehicle fuel economy and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 

standards?  
  

Answer: According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), light-

duty vehicles (LDVs) emit nearly 60% of transportation-related GHG emissions 

and use more than half of all petroleum transportation fuel in the United States. 

In 1975, Congress enacted the Energy Conservation and Policy Act, which 

directed the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) to implement the 

Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) program. The goal of the CAFE program 

is to reduce national energy consumption through fuel economy improvements. 

Specifically, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), as part 

of DOT, develops annual fuel economy requirements for new passenger cars and 

light-duty trucks. Fuel economy is measured based on the average mileage a 

vehicle travels per gallon of gasoline, or gallon of gasoline equivalent for other 

fuels. 
  

In 2009, President Obama announced a new national program to harmonize fuel 

economy standards with GHG emissions standards for all new light-duty cars and 

trucks sold in the United States. Under this program, EPA develops GHG 

emissions standards that correspond with NHTSA CAFE standards for each model 

year (MY). Thus far, the EPA and NHTSA have implemented the program in two 

parts, beginning with MYs 2012 to 2016 and followed by MYs 2017 to 2025. GHG 

emissions and CAFE standards have become increasingly stringent from one MY 

to the next. 
  

In the final rule that established the coordinated standards for MYs 2017 to 2025, 

the EPA and NHTSA committed to perform a midterm evaluation (MTE) to (i) 

determine whether any changes should be made to the GHG emissions standards 

for MY 2022 to 2025, and (ii) set final CAFE standards for those MYs. This past 

July, the EPA and NHTSA completed the first step of the MTE with their issuance 

of a draft technical assessment report. For more information on the MTE, please 

see the EPA Midterm Evaluation of Light-Duty Vehicle GHG Emissions Standards 

page (https://www3.epa.gov/otaq/climate/mte.htm) and the NHTSA Midterm 

Evaluation for Light-Duty CAFE page 

(http://www.nhtsa.gov/Laws+&+Regulations/CAFE+-+Fuel+Economy/ld-cafe-

midterm-evaluation-2022-25).   
  

NHTSA CAFE Standards 

NHTSA determines CAFE standards based on each vehicle’s size, or its footprint, 

which is essentially the distance between where each of its tires touches the 

ground. In general, the larger the vehicle is, the less stringent the fuel economy 

target will be. NHTSA then calculates each manufacturer’s fleet-wide compliance 

obligation, which is weighted based on vehicle sales (e.g., if 15% of a 

manufacturer’s sales are one model, that model gets a “weight” of 0.15 in 

https://owa.nh.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=wYPSh8aJxow-MVUxDT92bSHzoM1TcmOrnrIwkyJTVUzgSuXCoNHTCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww3.epa.gov%2fotaq%2fclimate%2fmte.htm
https://owa.nh.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=NcZegOn0tE5POSxxNyYW34Ocn1Lm5EwF-CVVN_pYRrngSuXCoNHTCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nhtsa.gov%2fLaws%2b%26%2bRegulations%2fCAFE%2b-%2bFuel%2bEconomy%2fld-cafe-midterm-evaluation-2022-25
https://owa.nh.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=NcZegOn0tE5POSxxNyYW34Ocn1Lm5EwF-CVVN_pYRrngSuXCoNHTCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nhtsa.gov%2fLaws%2b%26%2bRegulations%2fCAFE%2b-%2bFuel%2bEconomy%2fld-cafe-midterm-evaluation-2022-25


average fuel economy calculation), each vehicle’s footprint, and the volume of 

vehicles the manufacturer actually produces. 
  

Based on previous MY sales, NHTSA estimates that by MY 2025, passenger 

vehicles and light-duty trucks will need to meet an estimated combined average 

fuel economy of at least 48.7 to 49.7 miles per gallon. This estimate is subject to 

change based on the actual individual manufacturer fleet composition and 

production volumes. To view the annual standards, please refer to page 4 of the 

NHTSA CAFE Regulations for MY 2017 and Beyond fact sheet 

(http://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/rulemaking/pdf/cafe/CAFE_2017-

25_Fact_Sheet.pdf). 
  

EPA GHG Emissions Standards 

Similar to the NHTSA CAFE standards, the EPA also uses the footprint-based 

approach to determine carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions standards in grams per 

mile (g/mi) for each vehicle manufacturer. The EPA GHG emissions requirements 

are linked to the CAFE standards, and are also based on individual manufacturer 

fleet and production volumes. The EPA’s passenger car standards call for CO2 

emissions reductions of 5% per year from MY 2017 to 2025. Light-duty trucks 

will have a bit more time to adjust to the standards, beginning with a 3.5% 

reduction per year from MY 2017 to MY 2021, then ramping up to a 5% reduction 

per year from MY 2022 to MY 2025. Refer to page 4 of the EPA GHG Emissions 

Standards for MY 2017-2025 fact sheet 

(https://www3.epa.gov/otaq/climate/documents/420f12051.pdf) to see the 

projected CO2 emissions targets. 
  

Compliance 

Manufacturers can meet these standards in a variety of ways. In addition to 

making direct improvements to vehicle components (e.g., engines and 

transmission efficiency, light-weighting), manufacturers may also achieve 

compliance by generating credits. First, manufacturers are required to calculate 

average fleet-wide tailpipe CO2 emissions and average fleet-wide fuel economy. 

These values serve as the baseline to which any additional earned credits can be 

added. The regulation also offers incentives to encourage advanced vehicle 

technologies.  
  

These credits and incentives include: 

 Air Conditioning and Off-Cycle Improvements (EPA and NHTSA): 

Manufacturers can earn credits from efforts such as air conditioning 

efficiency improvements, as well as from off-cycle technologies that result 

in real-world benefits, like engine start-stop or solar panels on plug-in 

hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVs).  

 Advanced Technology Vehicles (EPA Only): The EPA regulation also 

https://owa.nh.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=tAyJA5DaB3MU7WIGf3Pc7ghsOjzeL-WDvtyatkj7bTTgSuXCoNHTCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nhtsa.gov%2fstaticfiles%2frulemaking%2fpdf%2fcafe%2fCAFE_2017-25_Fact_Sheet.pdf
https://owa.nh.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=tAyJA5DaB3MU7WIGf3Pc7ghsOjzeL-WDvtyatkj7bTTgSuXCoNHTCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nhtsa.gov%2fstaticfiles%2frulemaking%2fpdf%2fcafe%2fCAFE_2017-25_Fact_Sheet.pdf
https://owa.nh.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=r1yxZxVL3f5CKD1kGG2RQfXtgwwC82O1GwIhJKqOJBfgSuXCoNHTCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww3.epa.gov%2fotaq%2fclimate%2fdocuments%2f420f12051.pdf


includes incentives to encourage the production of advanced technology 

vehicles. For MYs 2017 to 2021, manufacturers that produce all-electric 

vehicles, PHEVs, compressed natural gas vehicles, and fuel cell electric 

vehicles may “count” these vehicles as more than one vehicle in their 

emissions compliance calculations.  

 Hybrid Electric Full-Size Pickups (EPA and NHTSA): Manufacturers 

are encouraged to produce a certain percentage of full-size pickup trucks 

that are hybrid electric vehicles, as they will receive compliance credits for 

doing so. 

For more information on LDV GHG emissions and CAFE standards, please refer to 

the following resources: 

 EPA Regulations & Standards: Light-Duty page: 

https://www3.epa.gov/otaq/climate/regs-light-duty.htm 

·NHTSA CAFE - Fuel Economy page: http://www.nhtsa.gov/fuel-economy 

  

Stay tuned for next month’s Question of the Month, where we will delve into the 

medium- and heavy-duty engine and vehicle standards.  
  

Clean Cities Technical Response Service Team 

technicalresponse@icfi.com 

800-254-6735 
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